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a frowning citadel and almost in the shadow of the ruined
mausolea of the kings belonging to an extinct dynasty.

I then left Hyderabad en route for those districts in the
centre of India which were about to be formed into the Central
Provinces and placed tinder a new administration. For I
had been instructed to examine the various financial points
affecting this arrangement, with a view to economy.

The summer rains had fallen abundantly, the rivers were
swollen, in many places the floods were out, there were no
railways and very few roads: so the journey, however interest-
ing, promised to be difficult. Shortly after leaving Hyderabad
in a van drawn by bullocks, I diverged from the main road in
order to visit the ruins of Beder, formerly the seat of one of the
independent Muhammadan kingdoms which were absorbed
into the empire of the Great Mogul. The bastions of the
fortress had a rich colouring subdued by age, being built of the
red laterite of which the hills are there formed. The style of
the mosque was grand and severe, quite different from the
polished and graceful manner of the Mogul architects in later
times. The chief object of beauty in the place was the college
which had been founded for the encouragement of learning
in relation to the Muhammadan faith. The exterior of the
building had once been covered with exquisitely coloured
glazing in floral devices, of which there was still much re-
maining to delight the spectator. This building is perhaps the
finest of its kind surviving in India; and the visitor may
well feel wonder on reflecting that so refined a structure should
have been erected in times of war violence and rapine. It
was necessary to be prompt in examining and sketching
these remains, for the clouds were fast gathering in dark
masses and soon the rain descended, flooding the country and
rendering it difficult for me to regain the highroad.

Shortly afterwards the hills of Naldriig came into view
presenting features quite different geologically; instead of the
red laterite there was the black trap-rock. A stream had been
dammed up with massive masonry so as to form first a fine
tank amidst the rocks, and then a sparkling cascade as the
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